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Why I Support the Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation
By Anne Searcy
During the twenty-three years Dr. Stegall served at First of $10,000 yearly to help with his or her education. These
United Methodist Church (FUMC) of Montgomery I clearly scholarships are made possible from interest earned on the
remember his talking from the pulpit about how prohibitive invested principal. What a tremendous asset this is when
the cost of seminary was for aspiring ministers. Thus, he be- their seminary degree might cost upwards of $40,000 and
this ﬁnancial help surely relieves the
lieved that if seminarians didn’t receive
fear of long-term indebtedness.
ﬁnancial help, eventually there would be
Giving back is a concept that many
fewer ordained ministers to ﬁll vacant
of us were taught in our homes and
pulpits. Therefore, as he was approaching
churches as we grew up. Sharing your
retirement, a seminary scholarship fund
gifts with others is an important charwas established in his and Brenda’s honor
acter trait to develop in one’s life, and
to help all seminarians within our conit is one I learned through my parents’
ference. In the 14 years the Stegall Semexample. Hence, contributing to this
inary Scholarship Foundation has been
scholarship fund is a meaningful way to
established we have supported approxmemorialize someone as well as to honimately 150 seminary students and are
or friends. How rewarding it is to know
contributing to 45 seminarians with 12
Anne
Searcy
your contribution is helping a seminarnew students enrolled for the upcoming
ian complete his or her degree. Reading
fall semester.
the foundation’s quarterly newsletter alBecause I admire, respect and honlows us to see the various ways an indior all that Dr. Stegall stands for, I happily
contribute to this scholarship. Through the years of replying vidual, as well as a church or group, may donate.
I consider contributing to the Stegall Seminary Scholarto seminarians’ thank you letters I have developed friendships with them. Having been a high school educator, I enjoy ship Foundation a meaningful way to thank Dr. Stegall for
reading about their rigorous curriculum and their beginning his outstanding years in the ministry. While I taught, each
to serve in local churches. My own local church has had out- Monday morning I regaled my faculty friends with his three
standing associates who directly beneﬁted from the Stegall point sermon from the day before. And I taught his daughScholarship and are now ordained ministers serving churches ters, Stacie and Carmen. This Scholarship Foundation helps
scattered throughout the Alabama-West Florida Conference. ensure we will always have eﬀective leadership in our local
Through the well-invested and managed Foundation, churches, and ministers who were once prayerfully supporteach full-time, on-campus seminarian receives a minimum ed by those whom they now serve.

Using your will is an effortless way to create
a lasting legacy, regardless of your
wealth or age. Your will can continue
your history of generosity toward the
Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation
in years to come. Contact us at
stegallscholarship@gmail.com to find out
how easy it is to establish planned giving.

Z•Y

2021 Dinner of Celebration
Honoring the donors and students of the
Stegall Seminary Scholarship
Endowment Foundation
Thursday, August 19
6:30 pm
Renaissance Ballroom
Montgomery, AL



A reservation is required to attend. If attending,
contact Brenda Stegall at kbstegall@knology.net or 334-271-3409

The Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation is a 501(C)(3) non-profit foundation, and all gifts are tax deductible. Gifts for our Seminary
students should be mailed to Dr. Karl K. Stegall, Seminary Scholarship Foundation, P. O. Box 241661, Montgomery, Alabama 36124-1661.
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Following the Call...When it isn’t in “the Plan”
By Ben Harris, first-year seminary student attending Duke Divinity School
My name is Benjamin Harris and
I was born and raised in Alabama by
two God-loving parents and a great
big sister who helped me navigate life
thus far. I am a recent college graduate, who has spent the past four years
at Huntingdon College. I have enrolled
at Duke Divinity School to begin seminary through their new, online hybrid
program beginning in the fall. However, my plan when I began college was
never ministry.

…you're not just helping me but
other students who come from
diﬀerent backgrounds and unique
life stories who are all trying to
further the Kingdom of God.

I came to Huntingdon with aspirations to be a professional golfer, and for
the past four years I have enjoyed playing on the college’s golf team. During
these years I had a series of moments
where I tried my best to follow wherever God called me.
During my freshman year, I was
debating whether to enlist in the Navy
or remain in college. At this point in
my life I knew who God was; however, I did not feel like I had a personal
relationship with God. I talked to Rev.
Rhett Butler, my chaplain, and he told
me to make sure I did two things before I made my decision: pray about it
and tell my parents.
As he suggested, I went home and
told my parents during the Christmas
break. Afterward, when I was on the
way back to campus I ﬁnally made the
decision to pray. It turned into an hourlong car ride with tears, anger, and joy.

stegallscholarship
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But for the ﬁrst time in life it felt like I
was talking to God and He was right
next to me. I parked and entered the
recruiting oﬃce to sign a contract for
the Navy reserves. As I walked in, I
asked God to give me a sign if this decision wasn’t what He was calling me to
do with my life. I sat in the recruiter’s
oﬃce holding the paperwork and felt a
huge weight on my chest. I loved college, but I felt like enlisting was what
was “right.” After much internal struggle, I ended up walking out of the ofﬁce doors and, as soon as I did, a huge
weight I had apparently been carrying
for too long was lifted oﬀ my shoulders. From that point on I promised I
would go where God called me.
I immediately got more involved
in campus ministries for Huntingdon
and with the Huntingdon Leadership Academy. I met with Rev. Patrick
Quinn, who serves at Century Church,
and started volunteering. I worked on
the church’s fast team, worship band,
and youth ministries. After one year,
I became the church’s oﬃcial youth
intern. I have learned so much and
gained many experiences through my
ministry with Century Church.
I have chosen to enroll in Duke’s
brand new, online seminary program
so that I may stay in Montgomery and
work directly with Rev. Quinn while
I pursue my degree. I want the deep
theological knowledge I know I need
through the amazing professors at
Duke, but I also want to be working
in a local church, growing in practical
knowledge and leadership skills at the
same time.
Eventually I want to lead a church
and follow wherever God calls me in
ministry. But, in order to commit to
that, I need ﬁnancial help. Without the
help of the Stegall Foundation, the ﬁ-

stegallfoundation

stegallfoundation

Ben Harris
nancial burden of seminary would be
very hard or almost impossible. Each
person who donates to the foundation is giving me a chance to discern
and live into this amazing call. As I am
just beginning this journey, I have only
met a few of the donors so far. Yet, they
have been the most life-giving people
I have met. They have supported and
encouraged me in my calling, realizing
how hard this process can be.
I encourage all donors to continue to support the foundation. Through
your gifts you're not just helping me but
other students who come from diﬀerent
backgrounds and unique life stories who
are all trying to further the Kingdom of
God. It is a challenging calling to accept
but through your donations, spiritual
gifts, and prayers you help us realize it is
possible. I cannot express my gratitude
enough to all of you, and just as I know I
am in your prayers I hope you know you
are each in mine. Thank you!

$

www.stegallscholarship.com
Our website accepts online donations.
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Wake-Up Call for Christians!
When I reﬂected upon the ﬁndings of the Pew Research
Center, there were several things that crossed my mind.

Karl & Brenda Stegall
On October 17, 2019, ﬁve months before the coronavirus
pandemic began, the Pew Research Center released its ﬁndings with a startling headline: “In the United States, Decline
of Christianity Continues at A Rapid Pace.” Among other
things the article revealed the following:
1. Professing Christians in the United States are in the
minority for the very ﬁrst time.
2. In 2019, only 65% of Americans describe themselves
as Christians, down 12% over the previous decade.
3. The religiously unaﬃliated share of the population
who describe their identity as atheists, agnostics, or
nothing in particular now stands at 26%, up 17% over
the previous decade.
4. While 84% of those born between 1928 and 1945
claim that their Christian faith has not changed over
the past decade, those born between 1981 and 1996
who claim they are Christian has dropped 17%.
5. We are the ﬁrst generation of North Americans to live
in a society that no longer appreciates the presence of
Christians.
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1. When this pandemic comes to an end and you feel
comfortable returning to your respective churches, I
would urge all of you to get back in the pews of your
local churches and visibly support your church with
your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
2. When Christians ﬁnd themselves in the minority, it
impacts not only local churches, but it also impacts
all of the institutions founded by the Christian church
—colleges, universities, hospitals, children’s homes,
homes for the aged—as well as all of the wonderful
non-proﬁts that are extensions of the cause of Jesus
Christ. Who will be supporting these causes in the
future?
3. W hen Christians f ind themselves as an increasing minority, it is to be anticipated that the moral
voices of the church will grow silent in the halls of
state legislatures. John Hutton once said, “When faith
in Jesus Christ goes out the window, something else
comes up out of the sewer.”
4. There has never been a time in our nation’s history
when we more desperately needed to raise up young
men and women to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ. Perhaps, the time in which we ﬁnd ourselves
calls each of us to sing once again the old gospel song,
“Revive us again; ﬁll each heart with thy love,
May each soul be rekindled with ﬁre from above.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, Hallelujah! Amen.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again.”
- Karl K. Stegall
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