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‘By the Grace of God’
-by CJ Harvey, Seminary Student at Asbury Theological Seminary
If you had asked me ﬁve years ago if I thought I’d be completing a Master of Divinity at Asbury Theological Seminary next
year, I probably would not have been able to control the laughter
that would have ensued; yet, here I am. Next year marks the end
of the line for me, and I could not be more excited to see all that
the Lord has planned! My time at Asbury has contained many
joys, some sorrows, times when my mind was completely blown
in the best way(s), and times when I felt like I just could not write
one more paper. When I began my ﬁrst semester, I remember
receiving an assignment to, “Submit a précis on Brueggemann’s
Suggested Typology and Function of the Psalms.” Needless to
say, I did not sleep at all that week. Now I rejoice in learning
that it is only a 25-page ﬁnal paper. I can see how God has been
and continues to be present through it all. The Lord continues
to be the Good Shepherd of both the hills and valleys.
At the beginning of this year, I accepted a position at my
home church, Harvest Church, in Dothan, AL as the Pastor of
Ministries and Young Adults Pastor (ages 18-25). I have been
so blessed by the leadership of Harvest Church, namely: Ralph
Sigler (lead pastor), Keith Frith (executive pastor), and Joel Sigler
(youth pastor). Joel was a huge reason I decided to go to Asbury,
and I do not regret one moment of heeding his wise counsel.
Even though I still have one year left, I am already utilizing the
skills and resources provided through my education at Asbury
in ministry. I am also relying on the gifts and graces that the
Lord has given me to equip the Body of Christ for His service.

CJ Harvey and family. Wife: Lydia Harvey and
Children: James Curtis Harvey, IV (age 3) and
Autumn Reign Harvey (3 months old)

Shortly after ﬁnding my footing in my new role at Harvest,
my wife and I welcomed our daughter, Autumn Reign Harvey,
on April 1, 2022. She weighed seven pounds and three ounces.
We always get the question, “How does James (our 3-year old
son) like his baby sister?” He absolutely loves her. Admittedly,
at ﬁrst, James was less than thrilled. In fact the very mention
of another sibling sparked uncontrollable sobbing and pleas to
“Just send it back …pleeeeeease.” However, that all changed once
James saw his little sister. The look of wonder ﬁlled his face. We
can now say that he truly loves his sister and we are delighted.
It has only been by the grace of God and your generous gifts
to the Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation that I have
been able to make it this far. My family and I are so thankful
for your heart to bless seminary students as a whole, and we
are particularly thankful for your donations toward assisting
us. Please know that every penny that you give to the Stegall
Foundation is making a diﬀerence. I know that I would not have
been able to attend seminary without the blessing of this organization. Thank you so much! May the Lord continue to bless
and keep you!
The Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation is a 501(C)(3) non-profit foundation, and all gifts are tax deductible. Gifts for our Seminary
students should be mailed to Dr. Karl K. Stegall, Seminary Scholarship Foundation, P. O. Box 241661, Montgomery, Alabama 36124-1661.
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Congratulations to the following Seminary Graduates:

O
Haley Bethea, Asbury Theological Seminary
Zach Jeﬀcoat, Asbury Theological Seminary
Clay Smith, Asbury Theological Seminary
Elizabeth Varnum, Candler School of Theology
Debbie Woodham, Asbury Theological Seminary
"As I ﬁnish my time in seminary I know that I am far
from the same person who
began this journey three
years ago. They have been
stretching, grace-ﬁ lled, and
wonderful years. The work
has been hard, mentally and
spiritually, but so worth it.
Beginning a seminary degree
was a step of obedience that I
didn’t expect God to call me
to take. However, through the
extreme generosity of the SteLeft to Right: Hunter Bethea
gall
Foundation donors, the
(also a Stegall Scholarship
ﬁnancial burden of seminary
recipient) and Haley Bethea
was completely lifted for my
celebrate during her
graduation from Asbury
husband, who is also a semTheological Seminary
inary student, and me. Our
on May 21, 2022.
time would not have been as
formative had it not been for
the Stegall Foundation. We
are incredibly grateful and look forward to the ministry we
have been equipped to do. Thank you."

Zach Jeffcoat
Asbury Theological Seminary

- Zach Jeffcoat, Asbury Theological Seminary
"Thank you so much for helping me follow God's calling on
my life! I could not have gotten through this process without your faithful contributions to helping students like
me aﬀord seminary. I cherish
the encouragement you have
given me and can't wait to join
you in supporting future seminarians!"

- Haley Bethea, Asbury Theological Seminary

Have you ever considered placing
the Stegall Seminary Scholarship
Foundation in your will?

"I am deeply grateful to all of
you as donors for supporting
the Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation. God has radically strengthened my faith
in Jesus Christ through my
seminary education. God has
also used your partnership to
empower and transform me as
a Christian leader. Be assured
that your continued support
ensures that many others will
have that same opportunity.
Thank you from the bottom of
my heart! God bless you all!"

Elizabeth Varnum
Candler School of Theology

- Libby Varnum,
Candler School of
Theology
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Amazing Perseverance of Bart Starr
Bart Starr has always been one
of my all-time favorite athletes! He
was reared in the Saint James United
Methodist Church in Montgomery
where his father, Ben, once served as
the Head Usher. Bart’s ﬁrst cousin, Eddie Ruth Starr Fuller, married my dear
friend, the Reverend Fred Fuller, with
whom I was privileged to work alongside at First United Methodist Church
of Montgomery. During Bart’s All-Pro
career with the Green Bay Packers, he
was a very active member of the First
United Methodist Church of Green
Bay where Dr. Ellsworth Kalas served
as his senior minister.
I have always been greatly inspired
by the perseverance modeled in Bart’s
life. As a teenager he experienced the
tragic death of his 11 year old younger
brother, Hilton. When Bart was a student at Sidney Lanier, he never started
a football game for the Poets until the
middle of his junior year. When he was
a senior at the University of Alabama,
the Crimson Tide had a record of 0-10,
averaging only 4.8 points a game. In
the NFL draft, Bart was selected No.
200 in the 17th round. However, amid
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all of his huge disappointments and
set-backs in his life, Bart emerged as
a football legend to play in 5 Super
Bowls, the ﬁrst two of which he was
named the Most Valuable Player.

Bart Starr pictured with Karl Stegall

P

When I invited Bart to come back
to Montgomery to speak at our Laity
Sunday during my last year at First
United Methodist Church, he reminded our congregation that one of
his favorite Bible verses was Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”
The Apostle Paul, who wrote those

words to the church at Philippi, had experienced all kinds of disappointments
in life. He had been beaten, jailed, shipwrecked, and suﬀered a “thorn in the
ﬂesh,” which may have been malaria.
Yet, he could write to the Corinthians,
“We are troubled on every side but not
distressed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted but not forsaken;
struck down but not destroyed…Therefore, we do not lose heart…for our
mometary troubles are achieving for
us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. So we ﬁ x our eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen…Now
we know that if the earthly tent we
live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven.”
(II Corinthians 4-5)
Emerging from the pandemic over
these past two years has been very
diﬃcult for all of us. It is so easy to
become discouraged. However, let us
remember the perseverance of individuals like Bart Starr who during very
discouraging days found strength in
focusing his eyes, like the Apostle Paul,
on Jesus Christ!
- Karl K. Stegall
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