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The Stegall Seminary Scholarship Foundation is a 501(C)(3) non-profi t foundation, and all gifts are tax deductible. Gifts for our Seminary 
students should be mailed to Dr. Karl K. Stegall, Seminary Scholarship Foundation, P. O. Box 241661, Montgomery, Alabama 36124-1661.

A Time to Celebrate
The 15th Anniversary "Dinner of Celebration" was held on Au-

gust 11, 2022 to honor donors and students of the Stegall Founda-
tion. An overfl ow crowd gathered at Wynlakes Golf and Country 
Club in Montgomery, Ala. for a time of fellowship and refl ection on 
all that has been accomplished through the generosity of faithful 
donors over the years.

After dinner, current seminary students Ben Harris and Britton 
Myers thanked donors for the many ways they have shown sup-
port. Three awards* were presented: "Spirit of the Foundation," 
"Church of the Year," and the inaugural "Bishop Paul A. Duffey, 
Sr. Award."

Rev. Brad Goode served as the evening’s emcee and was as-
sisted by many other presenters from the board of directors. Mrs. 
Jan Queen and Mr. Lee Jackson offered inspiring music to add 
to the evening’s atmosphere. After a three-year pause due to the 
pandemic, the foundation’s board of directors is grateful to have 
been able to host the annual dinner and gather with supporters 
and students.

More in-depth recaps, videos, and photos are available on our 
website: stegallscholarship.com.

*Details on each award presentation may be found in this newsletter.

Saliba awarded the Inaugural 
‘Duffey Award’

At the "Dinner of Celebration" the Foun-
dation Board of Directors inaugurated a 
“Bishop Paul A. Duffey, Sr. Award” for Cler-
gy Excellence. The award will be presented 
annually to one of our many former scholar-
ship recipients serving in ordained ministry 
who exemplifi es the excellence with which 
Bishop Duffey served the church. The in-
augural award was presented to Dr. David 
R. Saliba. The Rev. Dr. David R. Saliba is 
in his fi rst year as Senior Pastor of the First 
United Methodist Church in Dothan, AL. He 
has served Perdido Bay United Methodist 
Church, First United Methodist Church in 
Greenville, AL, and First United Methodist 
Church in Montgomery, AL. David and his 

wife, Elizabeth, have three beautiful chil-
dren, Joseph, age 8, Grace, age 5, and 
Jacob, age 1. David’s 16 years of minis-
try in the United Methodist Church have 
included many new professions of faith, 
and he has led the congregations which he 
has served to grow in worship attendance, 
membership, missional outreach, campus 
facilities, and faith development. His great-
est desire in ministry is to help the church 
achieve its mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Congratulations to David! 

Rev. Dr. David R. and 
Elizabeth Saliba

Cover photo courtesy of Paul Robertson.
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Stewart UMC awarded the 2022 
‘Church of The Year Award’
The Stegall Foundation annually pres-

ents a “Church of the Year Award” to honor 
a church showing faithful commitment to the 
mission of the foundation. The 2022 recipi-
ent of this award is Stewart United Methodist 
Church in Hale County (Ala.). Stewart UMC
was founded in 1884 when a farming couple, 
Charles and Sarah Stewart, donated an acre 
of land on which to build a church. Since that 
one room church was founded, the faithful 
members at Stewart have expanded and 

now have a beautiful fellowship hall.  
Stewart has a heart for missions at home 

and around the world. They have built homes 
for Habitat for Humanity, and provided fur-
nishings for a church in Honduras. They 
have sent mission teams to the Henderson 
Settlement in Kentucky and to the Hinton 
Rural Life Center in North Carolina. 

Since the inception of our scholarship 
foundation in 2007, this small member-
ship church has ranked among the top 10 
churches within the entire Alabama-West 
Florida Conference in their fi nancial sup-
port of our seminary students. Their pastor, 

Rev. Michael Cobb, has provided strong 
leadership for this mission-minded church. 
The board of directors is delighted to recog-
nize the Stewart United Methodist Church!

Rev. Michael Cobb 

Ginny & Eddie Adair awarded 
the 2022 ‘Spirit of the 

Foundation Award’

The Stegall Seminary Scholarship En-
dowment Foundation annually presents a 
“Spirit of the Foundation” award to honor 
a donor(s) who has shown faithful com-
mitment to the mission of the foundation. 
The 2022 recipients of this award are Gin-
ny and Eddie Adair of Montgomery, Ala.

Ginny and Eddie are natives of Birming-
ham, but moved to Montgomery in the 
1970s as Eddie later became the President 
and Chief Operating Offi ce of Durr-Fillau-
er. Eddie has worked for numerous well-
known corporations in the United States. In 
recognition of the great leadership he has 
given within the corporate community, he 
was named by the University of Alabama 
to their “Business Hall of Fame.” Together 

they have two children, Charlie and Emily, 
and fi ve grandchildren.

Long before the Stegall Seminary 
Scholarship Foundation came into exis-
tence in 2007, a small a group of men and 
women at First United Methodist Church of 
Montgomery began meeting in the 1980s 
to support seminary students. That faithful 
group, which would help to birth the foun-
dation, included Ginny and Eddie.

There is a saying, “We stand on the 
shoulders of those who have gone before 
us.” The success of the Stegall Founda-
tion over the past 15 years can be cred-
ited to many humble individuals, like the 
Adairs. Thank you to Ginny and Eddie for 
your many years of faithful support!Ginny and Eddie Adair 

Stewart United 
Methodist Church
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Homesick

One of the most interesting books 

that I have read in recent years has 

been Sela Ward’s book, Homesick. A 

native of Meridian, Mississippi, Sela 

graduated from Meridian High School 

and attended the University of Ala-

bama where she was elected a 

cheerleader and homecoming 

queen. She later embarked upon 

a career as an actress in Holly-

wood that brought her fortune 

and fame. However, following 

the tragic events of 9/11 and the 

death of her mother, Sela started 

thinking about life and yearn-

ing to go back home to Merid-

ian. In the opening paragraph 

to her book, Sela writes, “Th is is 

a story of a gentle girl reared in 

the Deep South, cradled by fam-

ily and friends, worshiping Bear 

Bryant on Saturday afternoon 

and Jesus Christ on Sunday morning, 

savoring sweet tea and porch swings, 

corn bread and courtesy, all of the 

tender mercies of a Mississippi child-

hood. When I have been thrown out of 

balance by life in Los Angeles, I have 

thought of the line from that old gos-

pel song, ‘Come home, come home, ye 

who are weary come home.’  Well, I am 

weary and miss home. Th is is the sto-

ry of a prodigal daughter who fi nally 

understood how much she loved her 

southern home.  I yearn for a string of 

lazy afternoons on the front porch of 

our farm cottage, a glass of sweet tea in 

my hand, with nothing to do but watch 

the dragonfl ies light on the nickel sil-

ver surface of the pond.  I need to hear 

once again the sound of a late summer 

rain on a tin roof, and a sweet chorus 

of crickets and bullfrogs at sunset. I 

need to have the waitress at the Waf-

fl e House ask me, ‘Do you want grits 

with that, honey?’  Because I need all 

of these things just as much as I need 

the air to breathe, I’m headed south 

again toward home.  I want to go 

home to a quieter, gentler, and 

unhurried life. I want to main-

tain a connection with the people 

I love, where I can put my feet up 

and thank God.”

Have you every yearned to go 

back home, physically or spiritu-

ally, to the church of your child-

hood and hear, like Sela Ward, 

those familiar words of Softly 

and Tenderly? “Come home, 

come home, earnestly, tenderly, 

Jesus is calling, ye who are weary 

come home.” A wise theologian 

once said, “If you do not feel as 

close to God today as you once did, 

make no mistake about which one of 

you has moved!”

- Karl K. Stegall

Karl and Brenda Stegall

P
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